FEDERALIST  RECONSTRUCTION  IN  AUSTRIA-HUNGARY
workers, was restricted to democratization, industrialisation and a progressive attitude towards questions of culture and nationality.x With such a programme Charmatz was in real sympathy, hoping only that the Socialists would devote more attention to agitating amongst agricultural labourers. For only the workers3 party could awaken and civilise these strata, and so create the preliminary conditions for general progress in Austria.2
This was the opinion of a sincere German-Austrian Liberal who, in view of the political bankruptcy of official Liberalism, saw no force other than the workers5 party capable of realising the original Liberal ideas. But one of the leaders of that party, Renner, stressed 3 its importance in awakening the non-German workers socially and culturally, in such a way as to preserve the unity of a reformed Austrian empire, by immunising them against reactionary Pan-Slavism, The official rulers of the State did not like progressive ideas, but from the very beginning of Austrian constitutional life 4 they had to consider whether it might not be advisable to countenance the international sectional struggle of the Socialists in order to avoid the destruction of the State by competing middle-class nationalists.
The Socialist leaders were quite conscious of the kind of support they might expect even from the Emperor. After 1893, their tactics in the struggle for universal suffrage were dominated by the desire to win and retain the sympathies of all those who, for whatever reason, wanted to widen the narrow and rather corrupt 5 stage of Austrian official political life. It would be incorrect to interpret the consequences of such Socialist tactics merely in the sense of moderation, and to regard the radical phraseology of the Socialist party as mere make-believe. To prove oneself " reasonable " was not enough to win universal suffrage, even with the support of the progressive wing of the middle classes and the bureaucracy, and of the Court. The party had also to prove that it was powerful and energetic enough to exercise pressure upon the prevailing political forces within the ruling classes. When Taaffe attempted to introduce universal, though not equal, suffrage in October 1893, his government was overthrown by " a coalition of the agrarian and feudal with the industrial and commercial interests ".6 Only the fact
1 Charmatz, op. cit.  (1907), p. 303.                                     * ibid., p. 284.
3 op. cit. (1906), pp. 57 ff.
4  Schaffle (op. cit., Vol. I, p. 202) describes how he developed this idea for Francis Joseph before the nomination of the Hohenwarth Government, in 1870.
B See Schaffle, op. cit., Vol. II, pp. 89 ff.                             6 ibid., p. 96.